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ASCE/FES Joint 2012 Legislative Forum 
Welcoming Comments by 

Mr. Frank Rudd, FES and FICE Executive Director 

 

When: December 13, 2011 
  11:30 Registration 
  12:30 Lunch and Program  

Where: Crowne Plaza Hotel—Tampa Westshore 
  5303 West Kennedy Blvd. 
  Tampa, FL 33605 
  (813) 289-1950 
Cost:  $25 Professional Members and Guests 
  $10 Student Members 
 Registration collected at the door.  Please make checks pay-

able to FES Tampa Chapter. 
RSVP: Please send your RSVP to James Harper, PE (813) 635-

5432 or (Harperj@hillsboroughcounty.org) by noon Fri-
day, Dec 9, 2011.  Please RSVP, as walk-ups cannot be 
guaranteed a seat.  Early registration is appreciated. 

 
 
The Annual Legislative Forum offers a great opportunity to ask questions and hear 
your government representatives speak on their legislative priorities for the upcom-
ing year.  Frank Rudd will introduce the Legislators and provide an update on legis-
lative priorities in the upcoming session that are of particular importance to our pro-
fession.  Participation in a grassroots political program that directly communicates 
with your Senator and Representative can complement the work of our professional 
FES/FICE lobbyists at the Capitol. 
 
We should all get involved in promoting the professional interests of Engineers in 
the State of Florida since it enables Engineers to establish a strong and effective 
voice with the legislature.  Please join us for this event which includes 3 Tampa Bay 
Engineering Societies this year. 
 
The ASCE WCB will also be taking collections for Toys for Tots at this lunch meet-
ing.  Please see the enclosed flier for details. 

I N S I D E  TH I S  I S S UE :  



 
 

  
Urge Senate Finance Committee Members to Take Up Transportation 

Authorization  
Contact Your Senator Today! 
 

The Senate Finance Committee must define $12 billion in additional revenue for the 
Highway Trust Fund as a part of Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century 
(MAP-21) (S. 1813), legislation to reauthorize the nation's surface transportation sys-
tems. 
 

Please contact your Senator on the Finance Committee, whose support of Moving 

Ahead for Progress in the 21stCentury (MAP-21) (S. 1813), is key for the success 

of the two-year transportation authorization bill. 
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Upcoming Events                 Dates          . 

 
 
ASCE/FES Joint Legislative Forum      12/13//2011 
 
 
ASCE WCB Board of Directors Meeting     1/23/2012 
 
 
 
 

Calendar and Reminders 



First of all, I would like to take this opportunity to thank the members of the West Coast 
Branch for their past participation in and support of the West Coast Branch. Without our 
members and their support, the West Coast Branch would not be able to provide the 
technical services and outreach necessary to cultivate future generations of Civil Engi-
neers. With that being said, over the past couple of years you may have noticed some 
incremental changes in the West Coast Branch. We have transitioned into the use of 
more modern communications system, and have implemented several new technical 
institutes. These changes and additions were to get the branch up to date with the lat-
est technology and to provide a greater technical service to our members. But, these 
implementations were only short steps towards achieving a greater goal for the branch 
and our members.  

 
That goal is to raise the public awareness of Civil Engineers and the importance of Civil Engineering in the 
Tampa Bay area. The inspiration for this goal stems from ASCE National and their efforts to raise the public 
awareness of Civil Engineers across nation. ASCE National has had great success in their campaign as law 
makers are starting to publicly address infrastructure issues locally and around the nation. As well as, several 
recent documentaries about America’s aging Infrastructure have been airing on major media networks. Even 
an automobile company has discussed America’s infrastructure in recent commercials. With such a strong 
national focus on infrastructure, the opportunity has come for the West Coast Branch to get the word out and 
raise our public awareness at a local level. To achieve this goal, this year the branch has set out to accom-
plish the following items: 
 
Tampa Bay Infrastructure Report Card 

The first goal for the branch is to complete the Tampa Bay Infrastructure Report Card. This is the biggest, 
most advantageous project that the Branch has ever undertaken. Similar to the ASCE national report 
card, the focus of this project is to rate the local infrastructure of the Tampa Bay Area. Having a com-
pleted local report card and hosting a successful release event will elevate the status of Civil Engineers in 
the Tampa Bay Area by providing the pivotal connection that we need to be able to effectively communi-
cate with the pubic.  

West Coast Branch ASCE D.C. Fly-In Participation 
Additionally, the West Coast Branch will continue to send delegates to the ASCE D.C. Fly-In to make sure 
the Branch is well represented. The Fly-In will also serve to continue to educate upcoming Branch leaders 
about the importance on government relations and what new directions ASCE is taking to elevate the Civil 
Engineering profession at a national level. 

West Coast Branch Joint Participation in the FES Tallahassee Drive-In 
As a follow up to the Branch’s participation in the D.C. Fly-In, the Branch will be well represented during 
the Tallahassee Drive-In. Being that this is a Florida Engineering Society event, the Branch will be making 
a strong effort to coordinate and co-participate in the event. The focus of our participation will be to start 
developing relationships with state elected officials in the hopes of elevating our status of being the most 
trusted technical advisors for the Tampa Bay Area on Civil Engineering related issues. 

Outreach 
The Branch will continue to support all of our outreach activities including Future Cities and the West 
Point Bridge Design Competition. But, the Branch will be making a special effort to grow these competi-
tions over the coming year. In the past two years, new contacts have been made in the Hillsborough and 
Pinellas school systems that have presented the Branch with new outreach possibilities. As these activi-
ties are being explored, it is important to continue to participate in outreach events where the branch can 
influence and encourage young students to purse an education and/or career in math, sciences, or engi-
neering. These outreach efforts also have a dual purpose in continuing to inform the public about Civil 
Engineering and our role in society. 
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Institutes 
As a relatively new feature to the West Coast Branch, the Institutes have developed into being able to 
provide the technical support in specific areas of Civil Engineering expertise that our members desire. The 
Branch will continue to support any new initiatives that the Geotechnical or Structural Engineering Insti-
tutes are pursuing, and we will continue to develop the Transportation and Development, and Environ-
mental Water Resources Institutes. Although it is important to be active in government relations, the Insti-
tutes provide the critical technical component that the branch needs in order to be well versed while rais-
ing our public awareness.  

Revitalized ASCE West Coast Branch Website 
The last goal will be to release a revitalized Branch website. Over the past two years, the Branch has 
made significant strides towards updating our communications and digital operations. Additionally, this 
new socially connected society that we are living in warrants the need for a more interactive website 
where members will able to connect with other members and branch leaders on a whole new level. This 
new website will also serve as the final critical piece in our communications with the public once the 
Tampa Bay Infrastructure Report Card is released. The digital generation will hopefully be able to connect 
and identify with the aging infrastructure issues that exist in the Tampa Bay Area. As well as, who Civil 
Engineers are, and what our role is in providing for the Bay Areas infrastructure needs. 

 
In conclusion, I am excited to serve as your president for the 2011-2012 year. The task at hand to, “Engineer 
our public awareness” will be a long journey in short period of time, but the effort and support given along the 
way will be well worth the result. With that being said, I would like to leave you with one final challenge. I 
would like to challenge all our members to volunteer some support in our public awareness efforts. Weather 
you can volunteer your time, or you are a leader in your company and can encourage younger engineers to 
get involved; the more members participating in their professional organization provides a louder voice for our 
issues and recognition. In the end, I hope to elevate the West Coast Branch towards being the premier pro-
fessional organization for Civil Engineers in the Tampa Bay Area. Thank you once again, and I look forward to 
seeing you are future events and lunch meetings. Thanks!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Matthew Crosby, E.I. 
President, ASCE Florida Section West Coast Branch 
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We will be taking collections for  

Toys for Tots 
at the December Luncheon  
Please support this wonderful program  
by bringing  
a new, unwrapped toy for donation!  
  
For more information about Toys for Tots visit: 

http://tampa-fl.toysfortots.org  

  

   

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS   
to join the WCB Outreach Committee  
There is so much that we can accomplish with your help!  

Many hands lighten the load...ask a friend or coworker to join the Outreach Committee 
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Call for Speakers- FL-ASCE – Annual Meeting 2012 
 
The 2012 Annual Meeting for the Florida Section ASCE will be held at 
the Doubletree by Hilton at the Entrance to Universal Orlando July 19-
21, 2012. The Annual Meeting is the largest event held by the Florida 
Section of ASCE and has an attendance of hundreds of 
engineers/managers from all over Florida. The technical sessions at the 
Annual Meeting have something of interest for everyone. 
 
The call for speakers for the technical breakout sessions is divided into 
five areas: 
 
�  Engineering Management 
�   Geotechnical 
� Water/Wastewater 
� Transportation 

� Structures 
 
The technical sessions provide at least 1 Professional Development Hour 
(PDH). The minimum length of presentation required to provide the 1 
hour PDH is 50 minutes.  Based on the topics of interest, there may be 
sessions that provide 2 hours to 4 hours of PDHs. If you are interested 
in a longer presentation session, please state that in your abstract. 
 
If you or someone you know is interested in being a speaker/presenter at 
the 2012 Florida Section ASCE Annual Meeting, please submit an 
abstract (maximum 250 words) on any of the topics listed above by 
January 15, 2012 to the FL-ASCE Executive Director, Judy Nichols at 
judy@fla-asce.org.  One complimentary registration to the technical 
session on Friday, July 20, 2012, may be requested per presentation. 
 
If you have any questions regarding the request please contact Judy at 
(561)215.4311 or judy@fla-asce.org. 
 



 

 Details of Primary Presenter 

Name:       Designations: 
 
Name You Would Prefer on Name Badge: 
 
Organization: 
 
Website:  
 
Email: 
 
Street Address: 
 
City:     
 
State:    
 
Zip Code: 
 
Phone:       
 
Fax: 
 
Total Number of People Presenting: 
 
Co-presenter(s) (including Designation(s), Organization and Job Title: 
 
 
 
 
Presenter Bio(s): attach additional page if necessary 
 



 

  

� 50 minutes  OR � Longer than 50 minutes, specify time 

� Single Presenter OR �   Panel Discussion, specify number of people ________ 

 

Subject Area 
�   Engineering Management  �   Geotechnical 
�   Water/Wastewater   � Transportation 
�   Structures 

 

Presentation Title (90 character maximum) 

 

 

Presentation Description exactly as you would like it to read in the conference 

program (50-word maximum) 

 

 

Abstract/Presentation Description (250 word maximum) 

 

 
Presentation Details 
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Sponsor the ASCE WCB Website Get your Name Out! 
 

The West Coast Branch is updating and upgrading the website to provide timely and 
interactive content for our members. We are seeking companies or individuals who can 
sponsor or host the site, as well as editorial contributions. What a way to get your 
information to the engineering public. Interested parties should contact either Cutty Gibson 
at cuthbert.gibson@jacobs.com or Jennifer Whiteside at Jennifer.whiteside@jacobs.com. 

We are working to improve the quality of 
our Newsletter to give a greater value to our 
members and sponsors. Now is a great 

time to get your company’s name out there 
and support ASCE! 

The ASCE Newsletter is published 12 times each year 
by the ASCE, Florida Section—West Coast Branch, 

P.O. Box 21605, Tampa, FL 33622  
West Coast Branch Webpage:  
http://www.asce-wcb.org/ 



 

I S S U E  2 0 1 1 / 1 1  

www.asce-wcb.org 

P A G E  1 2  

SPONSORS 

 
 

The West Coast Branch is offering a great way to get exposure for your company. 
  

Newsletter and Website Sponsorship  
• Provides your company space in our monthly newsletter and on our website to publicize your services, 

contact information, locations, etc. 
• The announcement is typically the size of a business card.  Announcements are also displayed on our 

webpage by visiting the following link, http://www.asce-wcb.org/. 
Announcements are randomly chosen and displayed. If your company advertisement is not displayed, 
the webpage will need to be refreshed. 

• Newsletter sponsorships run for One (1) full year or Six (6) months from the date of sponsorship. 
• The cost of sponsorship is $275.00 for one full year and $150.00 for six months. 

 
Our newsletter is distributed monthly to over 1,200 members within the Greater Tampa Bay Area (Including 
Hernando, Pasco, Citrus, Hillsborough, and Pinellas) 
 
If interested in a sponsorship please contact me at the information listed below. 
   
Thank you for supporting the ASCE West Coast Branch! 
 
Cuthbert “Cutty” Gibson   Mailing Address: 
Secretary    Jacobs Engineering 
West Coast Branch   18302 Highwood Preserve Parkway 
American Society of Civil Engineers Suite 200 
cuthbert.gibson@jacobs.com  Tampa, FL 33647 
(813) 975-3867 

Place your Company’s Business 

Information Here! 

Contact Cutty Gibson at 

cuthbert.gibson@jacobs.com 
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