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Welcome 
Message 
from  the 
Department  
Chair 

Dr. Jeffrey Cunningham 
Stanford University 
 

Dr. Manjriker Gunaratne,  PE 
Purdue University 
 

Dr. Sarina Ergas, PE 
University of California, Davis 
 

Dr. Jian John Lu, PE  
University of Texas at Austin 
 

 
 
 
 
Dr. Edward Mierzejewski, 
PE  University of South 
Florida 

Dr. James R. Mihelcic 
Carnegie Mellon University 
 

Dr. Gray Mullins, PE 
University of South Florida 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr. Mahmood Nachabe, 
PE  Colorado State University 
 

Dr. Abdul Pinjari 
University of Texas at 
Austin 

Dr. Steven E. Polzin, PE 
Northwestern University 
    

Dr. Mark Ross, PE 
University of Florida     
 

Dr. Alberto A. Sagues, PE 
Case Western Reserve 
University    

Dr. Rajan Sen, PE 
State University of New York 
 

Dr. Daniel Simkins 
University of California, 
Berkeley         

Dr. Peter Stroot 
University of Cincinnati  
 

Dr. Amy Stuart 
Stanford University 
    

Dr. Andres Tejada-
Martinez  Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute 

Dr. Maya Trotz 

Thank you for your interest in the Department of 
Civil and Environmental Engineering.  I hope you 
will consider the Department carefully for your 
graduate education.  We have an outstanding 
graduate program in Structural Engineering, 
Engineering Mechanics, Transportation 
Engineering, Water Resources, and Environmental 
Engineering.  The Department has 21 faculty 
members with research expenditures between 2 
and 3 million dollars annually.  Included in our 
faculty is a Distinguished University Professor, Dr. 
Alberto Sagues, and a Florida 21st Century Scholar, 
Dr. Jim Mihelcic.  Our strong educational and 
research efforts are further strengthened by our 
close connections with the Center for Urban 
Transportation Research.  
 
The University is dedicated to expanding the 
College of Engineering.  These are exciting times in 
the Department.  As part of the University 
expansion program, we will be fully supporting 22 
new PhD candidates to the Department next year.  I 
hope that you will avail yourself of this opportunity 
to further your graduate education.  I look forward 
to seeing you next fall. 
 
Sincerely, 
William Carpenter 
Professor and Chairman 
 

Stanford University 
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr. Daniel Yeh, PE 
Georgia Institute of 
Technology    

Dr. Qiong Zhang  
Michigan Technological 
University    

Dr.  Yu Zhang 
University of California, 
Berkeley          

Dr. Abla M. Zayed 
North Carolina State  
University (not pictured)    

 

Dr. William Carpenter, PE 
North Carolina State University  
Professor and Department Chair 

Structural Engineering
 
Engineering Mechanics 
 
Materials 
 
Environmental 
 
Water Resources 
 
Transportation 
 
Geotechnical  
 
Sustainability 



 

Admission applications may be obtained directly from:
 
Office of Graduate Admissions            (813) 974-8800 
University of South Florida 
4202 East Fowler Avenue   BEH 304 
Tampa, Florida  33620-8470 
 
You can start your USF Graduate School application online at:   
 
http://www.grad.usf.edu/graduate-admissions.asp 
 

With a 213% increase between 
2000 and 2007, no other American 
university grew its federal research 
enterprise at a faster rate than USF, 
according to the Chronicle of Higher 
Education. 
 
USF is ranked No. 3 in research 
expenditures in the Big East 
Conference. 
 
USF is one of only three Florida 
public universities classified by the 
Carnegie Foundation for the 
Advancement of Teaching in the 
top tier of research universities 
(RU/VH), a distinction attained by 
only 2.2 percent of all universities.  
USF is also one of only 25 public 
research universities nationwide 
that holds both RU/VH and 
Engaged designations by the 
Carnegie Foundation. 

USF’s Environmental Engineering 
program is the only U.S. university 
consortium member of an inter-
national network of universities on a 
European Union-funded initiative for 
collaboration and student exchange 
related to “Environmental Tech-
nologies for Contaminated Solids, Soils 
and Sediments” (ETeCoS3) in 
conjunction with leading European 
universities and UNESCO. 
Andrés Tejada-Martínez recently 
received a National Science 
Foundation (NSF) CAREER award co-
funded by the Engineering (Fluid 
Dynamics Program), Geosciences, and 
Cyber Infrastructure Directorates.  
The Center for Urban Transportation 
Research (CUTR) conducts $8 million in 
research annually for a variety of public 
and private sector sponsors in Florida 
and the United States, including the 
Florida Legislature, the Florida Trans-
portation Commission, and state and 
local governments, agencies and 
organizations. 
Civil and Environmental Engineering 
faculty received a $783,936 GAANN 
grant to support its unique partnership 
with the U.S. Peace Corps that allows 
engineering graduate students to 
combine on campus coursework, 2+ 
years of training and service with the 
Peace Corps, and overseas research 
that cumulates in a thesis. 

Specific Admission Requirements for PhD Level: 

Phone:     (813) 974-5837 
 
Krystal Sousa 
Academic Programs Specialist 
Phone:    (813) 974-7082 
E-mail:    cee-grad@eng.usf.edu  
 
 

Overall GPA = 3.00   GPA in major = 3.30  

GRE Verbal + Quantitative = 1150  GRE Analytical (old) + Quantitative = 1250  

GRE Quantitative Score = 700  GRE Analytical Score (old) = 550  

GRE Analytical Score (new) = 4  TOEFL (international applicants only) = 550 or 213 (CBT) 

Please note that meeting these qualifications does not guarantee admission or financial assistance. Availability of departmental resources 
varies greatly from one year to the next and is an important consideration in all graduate admission decisions.  
Summer Admission is not granted unless specifically sponsored and requested by a professor.    

Note:  Please do not send application materials to the Civil and Environmental Engineering Department.  

Department Contacts:
 
For more information: 
 
Dr.  Mahmoud Nachabe 
Graduate Coordinator 

Thank you for your interest in our graduate program. Please visit the USF Graduate School to download and obtain the student 
application form.  There are no paper copies of the application. 

A complete application package includes the application form, sealed original transcripts and letters of recommendation, copies of GRE 
and TOEFL scores, application fee, statement of purpose and detailed resume or curriculum vita, and copies of any abstracts or papers 
that you have written or published. There is no special application form for financial assistance. You are automatically considered for all 
possible forms of financial assistance.  

Preferred Qualifications are as follows:  

1)   Civil and Environmental Engineering Programs 

2)   Environmental Engineering Programs 




